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Caiko, Nor. 20, iHon.
The conclusion or my last correspondence on

board the Masa was prophetic of adventure. I bad
Just turned into my cabin full of anticipation of ilia
morrow, which wai to nee us inaugurate the canal,
when a gentle tap at uiy door caused me to reopen
It, and instead of the boy who was to give ray boots
the last brash I thought they would get before we
reached .Suez, I stood facing a very pretty and what
I should call, too, a very "striking" woman.
1 bad not yet seen licr among the pas¬
sengers and had no idea wh°re she came from
or wtiat sh; wanted. I supposed she had
Jiiade a mistake uuJ hastily buttoned up my vest,
lelt after the ends of my loose necktie and performed
other n«ual ceremonies oy which ladles comprehend
they are intruding. "Sir. are yoa Ciuy Mix v' asked
tne fair stranger, to which 1 did not answer, but
bowed. believe you are, and if so,'1 she con

turned, "1 wish to speak to you." At, that moment
¦ loud burst of laughter from Ave men in Uie next
cabin made me feel awkwardly situated. They were
laughing over their wine and a game at bacearat,
However, and miubt not have heard tlie few words
that had been said, so I stood back in humble
acquiescence, "i want to come in," coiitiuuod tho
lady. Of course 1 smilingly acquiesced again,
though distressed. 'When sue hai taken the only
¦tat 1 could oirer, whicu was my umbrella lying over
a valise, she drew foith a note from her pocket and
while I was reading it quietly wound up her watch.

It was Vespetro agaiu. The lady was a friend of
one of Ins friends, and he requested me to show her
every attention until she teached Suez, ditto from
feues back again to Alexandria, wheu me ,/V
would be over. She was, ho said, a perfect lady,
travelling with s^rne mysterious object In view (this
alarmed me) and he hoped he could trua: her to my
keeping, in fact he knew he could, and lie had told
ber I would be her knight; he had pledged his word,
his honor and all his other abstract possessions to
his friend in my name, and hoping i should not be
much inconvenienced oy mosquitoes at Ismaiiia,
where he had heard they were awfully thick, he
begged to remain my most devoted frieud.
When 1 had perused this epistle I found tha lady's

gaze was fixed on my couuteuante. "Sir." she
¦aid, "I have delivered that note to you because I
prom'Bed my brother 1 would; but I think I ought to
.ay directly that the protection you are asked to
five me in case of need is not wanted. 1 am a very
fair traveller In Europe, aa l" * * * ..fair any¬
where, I ventured; but saa kult her brows and
looke<i thunder clouds. "And I think I shall do in
EgJPt,» she added, of courso she would do, 1
thought, wiiile I uttered."At all events, mademoi¬
selle. snouid you require my services they are at
anltS rL»F^ whereupon she got off the umbrella
Sfunfm h ^6ej)of ber Dow 10 me *ud a sly suii.e
of tiiumph as sne passed out 1 observed sae w n

quite a Taru>leune." "My name," she said "is im
peria; the initials on my luggage are l. .- alter

f,mct 1 was wished a good nignt auu iiad tne
door of my own cabin shut in my lace.

reflections were not caWu on the whole M'lr
Unptna ti. evidently expected me to look afttr
nothing nut her luggage in the .and ofl"1?
who hud packed m> best dress coat, and la lac: all
iny best ciotues in one valise in order to travel uncn-
cumbered. For the ilrst inue lumcaie i thou.:ut
Tespetro very cool, and would much have preferred
writing verse in a iaiiy's album; even that to m>'
condition an it then stood beioru me. i was. furij

atl^ a'< lye were to be shipped
In a smaller yacut the next day, one that drew less
depth thau the Masa. and sh we had to be up by

la orcl,er,to "et settled be>ore we steamed
down the canal, 1 endeavored to drown present
uiscry in slumber, wnich was sweet, but probabiy
five o'clock next flay eaw no daylisjht, n thinir

put wretched coniusiou ou tho Alaia. rheu it v>
tuat the improvident uospitality extended to gucs.;
who should have been lo.ated elsawtiere was re¬
peated of. Ail the passengers at about six were
Burly; they huddled together in search of their ba, -

gage, which had been stowed away anywhci e
thfeu all wonted to be shipped off lir.-t. lb:* w/iii
an insufficient nurnbti of bo<.t>, laus- d much'alt Tr¬

eason, through wuich 1 perceived lhal geutl.-meu
who wear ribbons ana orders in palaces aie quite a*
pugnacious as prizo fighters, as soou as cilccts
were recovered they stopped up the gangway and
off people leaped or scrambled. Jusi In tu5 m^dst of
this scene I c»me across Mile, lmperia: sne was
¦taied on her H unk and looted so ueilantly wnen
touched my hat. that 1 w as wis* enough uit toottcr
fair tay assistance.
Stopping up the way neeincd to l<o the order of the

dity; it daWLed on a sms.il scale only until wc reached
Hit middle of tlie canal, but 1 have not coma to tuo
new ditch yet In toe land or Gosuen. Contusion
lasted all uie morning; DOgtS came by 8ina.li instal¬
ments and >1 id not convey more tnau six passengers
with their baggage at a time. X wan tild mat v.e
were to inaugurate tae canai on oca of the Viceroy's
most magLincent yachts, toe li.i cm one; tuts
tickied my fancy immensely, and unfortunately,
aiso, my appetite, for we haa bail no breakiast and
tnere was noteveu a small spru.v of cau.mower in
the plckio bottle, wiiicii we wrerb tol wai tae only
tmng lelt by nay uf provisions on tlie .Mass, jus:
when tlie last boat came up to letch tlie last six
guests I looked around lor MJie. liuperia; she was
sipping a cup ol collet: with ilia c.iptain. and re¬
turned my look of concern with a provoikiujr lauju,
theu Kprmigin the small transport boat vutii perfect
disdaiu ol my exten led naud.
Wnen we did net to tue Gabbier we found her

crowded to excess. There was a ouzz of general
document among the guests, uiany o; whom "meant
to wrile the wuolu ailair down; ii wu an tnsuu to
lliem on Uiauguiatiou dar to get. no breakiast. vvu.it
u Viceroy luo world should know tuoy were nept
betilud by mismanagement." 1 cannot deny bin
that we wero kept behind on the Gabbler, out by
good management, thougu it materially affected ail
writers, as tney thus lust j week's mail.
Facts are simply that the harem yacht had been

made large. In a country where ladies dock to¬
gether in vast numbers, and they tnc Viceroy's
ladies, who are stout, It was made to draw a gooddepth, llad the Gabbier be^n allowed to start down
the canal ahead of the other vessels it was thought
she would liuvo obstructed tite pas-age ol every one
behind her, by eiiher sticking in tlie sand or run-
mug aground, or doing something b.;e took Into u r
liarem head that the female navy alona might be
addicted to. While the famished pa->: enters threw
themselves on bread and grapes in picnic stylo I
.uteied the cabins prepared for tue belies ol tno
barcui and saw a most Bumptuous siguu
The salon was blue satin and geld damask, the

small tables gilt tronze and blue dauiosK. die carput
au Aubussun. pile giay and pink; tlie carLai'is s;:hi;
tlie chandeliers gilt brouze, dccoruted wigi flown
wound around tue branches; large mirrors a, d
luxurious soats and cushions adued comfort to
¦pitudor. '1 ne cabL'i?, however, of the vice-queens
were more Interesting; there, pink satiu und uiug.nn-
cent brocade iiucd each wall, covered eacn ceiling;
marble baths unu deep fringe and ta».-cis and the
richest of upbolstery work hod been imagined. We
did not move towards the canal In a.I this show
until three o'elo g. Our Urst station was Ka .-e.-i.cn,
where we were cneered by Aiabs; and tue captiiubeing afraid to go on in tno durk we spurn, ihe
wuoie niglit her- on board.
fSome otncfii -t of ilie Miglisti fleet hart got on the

CitDbter. besides others lrot* the Danish Dint. They
proposed a ball, luid our band struck up the
"l,anoeri»." the hrst tune that was ever heard at f.a
ei-r.ch, certainly. Mile. Imperii', was soon the ceniia
of attraction. £11* had mured herself in a very in¬
coming silk, put on corul orna uients, and looked
rewal. The other ladies.there were ouiy three.
liad also done the company the honor of /Me ap-
imrel. and the day ended with "Partant I'our ii
tfyne." As there was no room for hall tue people
co board mattre- es were luid all over the dock, la
«.ery passage and corner.

I lelt lather uneas/ about Mile. Irnperia and asked
lu.r if 1 coiiid secure uielircd cabin la r her. Oh!
ulie had seen to, I list. Three nudsnipmei from tne
Koyal Oak man oi-war were going to hk'' P across
Her door, tthe was well guarded, without inc." a^
¦oou as ire were awake tne fonowiuvr morh'ug, and
In the greatest contusion hud bad a wash, we move
tiff, but no sooner sat down to break last tin'n the
Gabbier did s leg In the Haud. There was one cry ol
disappointment, and ugood deal of sUoiiiing, hak'iinrr
and swearing among the sailors. Alter tins tho
Gabbier moved on again and the baud enthtisiax
cally played "lai Grande Duchesne;" but beloro w*
got inir yards we stuck a secona time in tue auisii
.long he banks.

It was mortifying. The captain, seeing other
Jwser gtvamcu bchiud, deolurod we were stopping

np the way" and must be shipped off in small
imata a^ain. Baoond repetition of scene of the
day before, only worse. At length wo were all more
or ids accoiu.nouat»d vr11ti ainail boat* anil left tlie
Gabbier 'in ihe mud. Mile. Ituperia bad chuscu to
get inU» ihe first barge tbat appeared to take passen-
a-iu it. She bad even been audacious enough to
wave her poem handkorcfeK-f to me when sailing
down tin* canal. Iler triuiapbant season was nev¬
ertheless od ttii' waae. aud corning events win prove
Mat ladies who sot oui alone to Inaugurate canals
xuay uoi fee ijutte so independent when tuat canal is
in the desert.

Wiie» we reacned lumaiiia the landing place wa*
on*- iteu*) crowd o! noisy Arab porters. No one was
there to receive visitor# or duect where tbey were
to go. ilea;.s of trunks aud boxes, rising to a SWtt-
ini. wtro itio subject of conteutluiu Every uorter
had lai i hands on each separate piece 01 lujjua^e,
wfiUe tbo passengers wer; wrestling with these
e ,¦< arms ot men to get tuoir hands on.
lieu 1 fouuil Mile, ltu ieru atleuaih exhausted.
".M;.ko that biack leave my tutu?-* alone,'' she said

to me, aud 1 adopted tlie ways of tut lauu by ad¬
ministering uiiio turn a wry ungentle touch oi my
sue*. The place was *i>ou clear, bat just theu itie
driuus beat, and on looking forward l »uw that tlie
uipress was expected. All ttie Egyptian cavalry

Hoed ilie toad from the lauding plats to tue palace
siiewa.-xo occupy. We wero driven on. "Jove,
move; tue Place must be eUared; site is coining,''
wus the order. "Wnere are we to movef" asked
Mile, lmnerla. and cast a look of distress at hor
numerous boxes, tivo in number. "If you will allow
meltuink 1 can iieip you oui of diiilcuity, Made¬
moiselle," was my nply; "but you must uave
nerve." She nodded. Thereupon l selected six por¬
ters one for eacu oi Mademoiselle's eifecia and my
own, saw iliein ou then backs, and with tuts suae
not into tue very road the Empress was to drive
tnrough. between a thKk hedge ol cavalry right aud
left.
Thus we tolled ou iu the burulug sand, opening the

imperial cortege. No one lorbade tne Intrusion, and
a strange spectacle we must have offered to tuc
Isui&liians. .Mile. Impcria waiked on tirst by the
side oi a guide, l had asked to be led to tue Gover¬
nor's house lor directions as to our future move¬
ments. 'the noise was leariul; when the Empress
swept by as a teuder look of tnty from her gratnlud
me; ske was in a lovely mauve with toquei aud veil,
tne Emperor of Austiia loUowed, then the Viceroy
an I the suite. Our caravan stood aside aud we came
iu lor all me dust. When we reached the Uovernor's
Home we lound about mj people wa.luig for a roof
over liieir heads, lents aloue were forthcoming,
Mile. Imperii allowed uic to lead uer to tuo uover¬
nor's tuoie. suirouudtu by a crowd of passengen,
all asking for something. Some of the oilktul* were
a>.'ing tueir .eei oy pulling off tiieir boots aud putting
them on agaiu; there were two beds iu tills office,
and a row of young meu ou the ' Committee of
Mauageuient" smoking cigars. 1 was listened to
wltu iue greatest deiereuco when 1 stated my case
and deciaied my social position not iu this but me
other world.

'.1'his lady being your wife,"'said the gentleman,
wno spoke English (1 need not say he did not under¬
stand U), "you shall have one teat between you."

''This iady is not my wile, sir," 1 observed.
'.Wall, oat probably t"
"No. sir; not at all." 1 replied. "This lady is au

invited guest; she is a frioud of M. de Lesseps, and
was to have been located in bis chalet, wiiu his
famiiy."

"Well, sir, you must part with this lady."
1 bowed, saying, "I will whou she is sale.''
"No, sir; she must go oue way aud you another.

In the East men and women are distinct parties."
"la t.ie West likewise." 1 responded, hurt at

ha\ iiik to bo told wnat is the creed of mv existence.
..Then, sir, she wul be taken to a O.thabK-h, and

you win sieup uuder canvas."
"What is a dahaoieh ." asked Mile. Impcria.

coolly, loosing at our iuiormant through her eye¬
glass as if he were the most curious specimen she
had ooserved iu natural history or Egyptian
museums.
"A boat, madame, with every comrort Inside

under an awning, uud eight Arabs to wait ou you."
one of the managing committee here stepped

out and volunteered to show Iier tuo way. I
insisted ou accompauying her until 1 saw
her quarters, aud by the looas of the
managing committee seated in a body and again
pulling off their boots I saw they despised me. The
member who showed ua the way wore a ribbon
rosette with streamers iu his button hole; our seven
porters followed like beasts of burden, but not only
the poiters. but about six of the middies from off tho
Kojai Oak were also In Mile, Imperia l traok. oue
came up with her parasol, unother a bag. a third her
marine gloss, a fourth uer fan. We had to cross a
plain oi sand aud sink In ankle deep, but the mid¬
dies w^ro jolly fellows ana Kept up their spirits.
bOddeuly tue report oi guns Urimc ana revolvers

caused us to hall; we had accidentally come to the
tleid on wliioli ouo ol the/eUj of the day was to be
celebrated.tbe Bedouin fantasia. Mile, imperla
was must desiruus to see it; so we made the porters
sit down on tlieir boxes. and eutereu tueriug. It
was a £i and -ngiit. Aoout 200 meii lroiu the farthest
limits of tue desert had come iu their native
costumes and with their splendid steeds to show
what a sham light Is. They were all chiels, and
wore the turban. weapons, scarls and burnouses of
their tribes. They wielded lae pole aud shouted;
then came the onset. They pursued imaginary
pira'«s, who were caught iu their wtugea lligtit uml
supposed to be shot or pierced with latices iu a very
arti-uic oianuer. The horses took it lor earnest, and
sped on excited by the stroug smell of guupowder.
1 tie rush was dizzying at, one mumuiit. and the ad¬
mirable faces oi the HeJoiuns revealed what no book
can describe; m metr ecstasy ol warlike sport their
nostrils expanded, their white teetu glistened aud
tiK'ir cry echoed lar m the distance.
Our "manager" was anxious, however, that wc

should move on; so wc pursued our walk to the d.ilia-
bieh. Rather unexpectedly we lound ourselves, lira
minutes later, on the dromedary race course. As
lar as we could nee there was a straight road, at
the end of winch a group of dromedaries, m jtured
by run tiers, were advancing in fun speed. ..Haiti"
1 ened, and the trunks fell. We were, in fact, an
oasis oi lugsrage.

Mlie. Imperia stoo-l on her highest trims. and we
men all took hands to lorm u circle around the
effects and herself. On came tbe dromedaries. held
by their masters, etlWflfflg uprigut on their saddles,
with their buruonaea flowing m ail colors behind
them. Mlif. luipcna looked at tue approaching tor¬
rent till tucy neared us. wheu she was woman
enough to siiade her eyes to as not to see how we
were goiug to be trampled under foot. The tlrs;
runner foitunately turned adroitly to the left, his
successor to the right, and the who.o followed, leav¬
ing us in the uldd e or two wings; but the mighty
din, the stilnlnjj of the weapous, the whoop, the
terror had caused a sensation not to be lorgotten.
Bodies of drummers and flfo playets proclaimed the
victor before any of t.s uad exchanged a syllable; but
Mile. Imperii* looked grate!ul, and 1 must say 1 lelt
she oupnt.
The dahabich was a very queer location. Indeed.

a small boat with live cots lu it, eaca uuder mos¬
quito curia.us. The eight Arabs were on guard, and
received lueir lodges with the Eastern saiuui,"
wh.ch l<< a t»uw, wtibe they touch their heart, lips
and forehead. fcho looked at them, then at me.

"I am contldeut 1 am safe," sue said; "1 hope 1
shall see BOOM of you at the ball to-night; you will
Hud mo not far li'um the Empress.'' '1 hereupon she
made a formal curtsey to the middles wuo were,
Willi myacif, conducted to what we had been told
was canvas, uu» wnat turned o it to ue Adas aud a

very hard mat tress ou (he ground.
Every street in Ismadia was bordered with tents,

aud every tent had its flag; every po e. every post
Wits topped a peuuoti. Triumphal arches of
Oowen and drupiry bore the devices:."Vivt
I'Jinperatrtce.. K»re It Ifitice ue ilnts.;#," "Vice
i'Emptn ur a'Autru he."

1 strolled along the streets, called on M. de I.es-
sepshiid was introduced io his bride; came bac <
ana net the Empress on a dromedary. She was en¬
joying the trip immensely. 1 had already seen her
on a donkey, but tills new elevation surprised me.
ttttt iMftKdto Mold how we enjo>ed the sight and
did not go lar; for, be it kuown, there is no fueling no
approacuing that of aeaatckueas as the motion
caui. <1 by tue natcly waU ol^t catnnlor dromedary.
When wo had escorted her to a dismounting sta-

tlou 1 walked furiucr ou aud meet the cortigeof
royalty returning from tbe review held by th" Km-
peror of Austria, lbe \iceroy droveupuac on aua
the Empress' ladies lollowed in breaks. Mile. Ma-
rion lOOtM about very curiously. Tho Uuehesses of
Also werehalf afiuid. 1 lie .dual had not been wa-
lered dowu, so a:i whirled along la a cloud, 'liio
dignitaries of all European courts followed in va-
iled vehicle* i ue loilctsior ladies were those seen
at tae liols. Men wore their frock coats, wuJ ngnt
trousers, light gloves ami their orders.
Whet. the crowned heads had retired to the palaceprepared lor ti.eui 1 looked at the booths and tents.

Moat curious sights awaited me. There wera eaters
oi aerpunta and cliarmers, jugglers and clowns,
dancing girla and tumblers, wrestlers, flro woiship¬
pers, ti.a, is oi tamtam, Ac.; out the most interest¬
ing tent* were those of ihf Arab chiefs, who had
coinc lor the ile* with all tuelr appliances from the
desert. 1 was looking in at one of them when a
sa<s came up on an order from his master to ti-k me
tOWSlltiu. I didMj >v«s offered coffee and a seat
on ius iiivaa. While taking It conjurers were desired
to show m« some of tueir :ricks, a bayadere danced
me a' which leaves tue ranc tri in the shade,
and when these fcttts were over I was led out of the
boil again with the inmost reaped.

i he Eedou.n chiefs consider tliemselves favored
by the presruroof siran^ers among them ami toe
I rank .ess With winch their offer* are accepted
craalea a kind of u hum wtwen ourselves and them.
I'hey generally jiut their visitor to tue test by oiiei'-
lng inm to drink Irom tbe same earthen vessel tneyhave drank waier irotn, snoultl tue new comer look
as ii litis wire tepulhtve to him t'n./ wish to have no
more to do wnn him; should lie but moisten nts ll.is
on the edgi! ol tbeurn he ii one of them aud can
command purple anuiine raiment from their stores;lie is hoiioicd aud coitdldered one of their own from
tiiat hour.

Aftor much loitering about 1 repaired to the t»nw
tinder winch dinner was iu oc served for me Vico-
roy's guests. This repast had been gotten up in a
most Magnificent strle. lh':r'? was no room at the
lust under any of the n>ur banqueting awnings,but aner waiting patiently tue same service was
repeated as many as thiee timet, from soup todes-
seit through ail the Intermediate courses. Alter
duin* I prepared for the ball, which was to be mid
in a splendid buiidKng tout had beeu erected In a few
months. It t, as no easy inatiei to make an nuiin-
[)< acli*ble bow to or.e's wuito nc K ie without an
inch ol minor, but it had to be done.

1 was much amused to see my Egyptian frlenils
pend their tune over tha.tr fez. They ha<i travelled
with tl on a wooden form, exactly the hhapc «*r a
saucepan, tied iu a pocke: handkerchief, lnls was
put ou with ad manner of t^iru, aud ceremony after
Heir kid inoves. but the wooden form interested me
lore than the lez itseli. I thanght i would, for tue

s tlisiaction of my ( ust ienoe. (*/>n round to Mile,
imperia's dababu.,, ,u oiuer to a*Mrlain wis* woulu
pecort Iu r to the ball.
Im arriving at uie ^:ace where tb« boat P%d ateod

a few hours before, 1 round tt liad necn removed.
1 questioned at Urst in vain. It bail beea rowo® fur¬
ther ui>, 1 was tola, after persevering search, ami
the lady bao been Been to proceed from tt in a wtnui
drew but a few momenta ago. Mucb relieved ani
mettniinj no evil, 1 hastened to the tiu.ll. ol which
further details will follow by next mail.

AMUSEMENTS.
Grand opk-ia House..If '-variety la the uplee of

life that gives it all ltd flavor," then tt may tie salt
that the spice in the variety at the Urand open
Hot.se g ive It a flavor which meets the approbation
of the "rox populW The auditorium was filled
and overflowing at the slues, and the mountaineer*,
In fall force assembled, were In a Joyous state »f
spontaneous combustion. Talk of Sliakspeari,
"with all the modern Improvements;" of the Fremh
ojttru tKiuj'e, with all its feminine revelations and
fascinations; of tue Finglish opera, with all M
charming melodies and choruses and prettv ro¬
mances and sentimental sweetness.they are celipstd
In the matter ot houseH bv the mass meotinr*
attracted by the omnium gatherum of comedy aid
the impersonations ot Mugurd and of Mr. and Mis.
Howard J'aul, and the French opira boujj'e rei-.
dered into tingltsii by ihe l.iugard troupe.

'i'tie lull of tare last night wad the rati.in* coined-
etta of "The Day Alter ine Wedding," a half iio^tu
on ihu hall shell of the characteristic songs uud iu-
personations ol Mr. and Mrs. Howard laui, the p>
oullar and racy "oouuterleit presentments" of vari¬
ous ..listiuguislied characters by Mugurd, with tie
new additions of Jay Qould and James Fisk, Jr.;
Mrs. Howard 1'aul's imitatiou of anus Keeves in
his famous ballad "Come Into the Uarilei.
Maud." and the original burletta ol ..The Maul awl
the Magpie." Is not that enough for one silt bit*
It is reported from the Stale capital of .South Caro-
llna, that a colored member, the leader of his at vi¬
sion or the lower house ol the Legislature, . ri«."
as he said "to make known oe news." '>110 circm,"
he continued, "nave arrove in do city, and I muse,
derefore, dat dts body do now adjourn." WUat iho
circus is, then, to Columbia, s. C , the present
schedule of sort crabs, pickled oysters and lancy
dishes at the liranu Opera House appears to us to
the west side or this metropolis. It tills the house,
and irom beginning to end the house la delisted,
and consequently anything uiote that we might miy
upon the subject would be irrelevant, unseasonable,
perhaps unreasonable, and certainly superiVuons.
The Nkw Yoke Ciroub..The programme at this

establishment for the holidays Is, to say the least,
exceedingly novel. In addition to the customary
sports of the "sawdust arena".of which the usual
allowance Is served up in characteristic "houp la I"
style.a very pretty little fairy pantomimic spectacle,
founded upon the legend or "Cinderella," now con¬
cludes the evening's entertainment. The great
charm of this afierpioue Is owing entirely to the
fact of Its being periormed by a troupe of sixty
Lilliputian actors and actresses, runglng Horn
three to twelve years of age. The thread of the
story is closely adhered to, and the piece is acted
throughout with a charming grace, simplicity and
coqueuislmess by ttio Utile people which womd
put 10 the blush many of our older stagers who bran
o; their experience and coolness. All of these little
knijrius uud Udies fair are handsomely costumed,
whu ti sets off their exquisite pulsings and actions to
much advantage. In iheballioom scene, which, by
the by, is nicely managed, the children m their
fancy dresses locked like so many animated bouquets
as they whirled round in the ui/.zy walta or mean¬
dered througn tne intricate mazes or tlie qundrtile.
tpou the whole It Is oue of the most pleasing per¬
formances ol'tho kind ever given 111 a circus iing.
and wib be coutinued on the bills until New Vcar's
Day is Inked witu tno great past.
Academy ok Mlsio..Professor Herrmann's fare¬

well representations, after his recent indisposition,
are drawing very fair audiences. The manipula¬
tion of the cards at the commencement of the
programme is a marvel of dexterity and well
studied execution. Bonbons, punch, rabbits, bowls
of fish and a variety of other articles are produced
in rapid succession irom the most unlikely places.
Firearms, too, are deliberately loaded and dis¬
charged; but here, again, the magician proves
his power by catching the bullets in ills hand.
The Floating .Stick la a pretty aud interesting act.
and olicits well deserved applause. The quantity
ol com produced oy the Pronator la the last act of
The MibT is also agreeably received, as it allows the
audience to indu go in the happy illusion that some
hopes still exist 01 specie currency being resumed.
Pauk Theatre, Bkooklyn.."Midsummer Night's

Dream" was produced ui this house ou Monday nig lit,
with the usual excellent accessories of scenery and
costume which Mr. and Mrs. Conway appropriate to
everything of a spectacular character which ttiey
put upon the stage, and, In tact, which may be al¬
ways counted upon at the Park theatre. Mrs. Con¬
way hs Oberon looked superb In her splendid cos¬
tume cna was the admiration of the whole house.
Mr. Conway's Theseus was of course laith-
mi aud impressive. Matt Bates played Ly-
sander, a* he does ev»rytuii\g, conscien¬
tiously. 1.4111b made a very admirable Bot¬
tom the Weaver. Hut the most curious leature
in the cast was Miss Jennie } eamans, who played
Puck with e.xtraoruinary Jdeilty. The child Is omy
hix or seven years old, but Is possessed of a wonder¬
ful memory and remarkable adaptation for stage
effect. An incident occurred during tno first act,
wuich fur a momcut created some confusion on
the stage and a temporary aiariu In the audience.
Misj Matilda Whitman, the "first fairy," while ar¬
ranging hergaur.y costume in ber dressing room ap¬
proached too near the lamu, thus setting her hair
and dress ca tire. It was Immediately extinguished,
however, and the young iady, who was nluliiiy
scorched, was seut home in a carriage and her hurts
M fllirt itWldWl tffi TtM ptrfonUHN went on as
usual. This piece is likely to have a successful run
lor the Holiday week.

.Muiit'al un<! Theatrical Note*.
I'attl 1.1 singing in Cincinnati.
Parepa-Bosa Ls operating In Chicago.
Brig null is giving sacred concerts in San Francisco.
John Brougham la hashing Uia "lied Light" in

gloomy Buffalo.
lluitipty Durapty la ' Foxing" in the Poricopolis

with the high-kicking Klraltye.
Kdwin Forrest arouses Frankfort, Kj., two nights

this week with Macbeth au<i Lear.
The new theatre in Atlanta. Ua.. will be opened

early next month-
Mrs. powers is in New Orleans with "Qneen

Elirabeta" and "Mary Queen of Scots." Mrs. scott-
Stddons is ^n her way to me same city.
Miss Lucille Western is doing the double in Boston

as Mine. Vine and Lady Isabel.
John B. Owens is playing "Pelf" In Vlcksburg,

where h" has things theatrical all to hlmMtf.
The Han Francisco critic< have more to sav ahont

Camilla I rso'a snk dros.:es tlian of net- p»rformauee
upon the violin. Mav be they are all women.
Fire Fly Lot'a is at present personating "The Lit¬

tle Detective" in Cincinnati. Lotla gets through
more of the States during the seasmi than almost
any other acliees In the country.
The CUT Council of omaha, by a nearly unanimous

vote, has prohibited all future exhibitions of the leg
d rama In that city.

At a recent meeting of the Chicago city govern¬
ment Lvdia Thompson received one vote forguager,
and rauline Markliam one for ttnh inspector.
Msgnlo Mitchell is Faiiriionmg In t liicago, and

Emms Maddeu U doing the same tnmg lu smoky
Pitf'bu rg.
Mary Mlt chell.sister of Pairhon Maggie.is en¬

deavoring to induce the stoical Troians to appreciate
"Our Mutual Friend." She ls seconded lu hereflorts
by Mr. J. W. Aibaugh.
Mrs. John Wood, who has been meeting with but

Indifferent success during the season at the St.
James theatre, London, appears to have "struck
lie" at last with "Pocahontas." which sho has pre¬sented to the cockneys under tba title or "La Belle
Sanvage."

Kelly and Leon will do "Norma" in burned cork
this evening for the Jersey Jakes and Jemimas of
Trenton.
Borneo i,effingwcti Is personating "The Onshing

Clorinda" and ".lamer Jenkins'' in caivestom
"LetT" gats down to ilia Bio Uraude regularly once
a year.
Mr. Feehter, the French-English iratrodlan, who

was so handsome.y putTod by Mr. Dickens last lall in
a New Kngian magazine, Is now on ins wav to
this country from perfidious Albion. Mr. Kechter
will open at Niblo's Garden, In this city, oil the loth
of Jsnuarv, in "Ruy Bias," and will tie supported
by Miss Carlotta Lecicrcq, a leading English actress.
One of Mr. Fechter's peculiar specialties Is Ham¬
let," which cnarsctor he personates in a blonde

Oitk.'.oks im Ca1.1K(iitwia..Wc arn going through
nn entirely new set of horrors. Ksilroad eolllslons
have been succeeded by curious and mysteriousuhhIIis and wholesale murders. The San Joaquintrageijy is the most extraordinary that has ever
occurred in a state laying Claim to any kind of civili¬
zation.live men marched out and were shot to
pieces without aoy truce of tho murderers. There
ls omy one idea winch the terrible sireumsmnoe
suggests.twit the deed could only have been com¬
mitted by a strong party. The victims mnst have
been carried oil by force to the ravine, where their
bodies were subsequently discovered. What other
horrors sre still in noro lor us is beyond human km,iiut we presume that in accordance with the usual
law governing such matters, the lull round will
have to be experienced...vm franeiMtv Mia Cn i
forriUin, Dec. Li.

Itaii.fto\t) E.mckot..The Wilmington (N. C.) Com-mi-rcial notices the fact mat at t.ie recent accidont
ou the Philadelphia Wilmington aud Baltimore
Ha 11road, wueu a locomotive aul two cars ran off
tn« track ou Bush riv< r bridge, men were Immedi¬
ately set to work to clear the tra> K to prevent any
avoidable Interruption of the travel, aud ir was
done, though It * as found necessary to throw the
expensive locomotive and two ears overboard in to
the river, and the regular midnight through tiain
from Washington cr.issci the bridge in time. The
officers of this company ' have got the nerve" to do
whatever is necessary to ensure regularity in run¬
ning, wlthoift shopping '.o calculate the cost. Hie
locomotive tiu' >wri overboard im the No. .17, a fine
large engine. d measures will immediately be
taken to raise U».r sad put Iter >u running order
again
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A General Survey of the Holidays.Abundnut
Presents and a Propitious Season.Ameiica
Outdoing Europe.Jewelry, Plate and
Fansy Wares.Gems, Toys and Orna¬
ments.A Talking Doll.Art, An¬
tiques and Novelties.Games.

The holidays are a blessing to the business com¬
munity, though they have generally been supposed
to be the special heirlooms or the young. Every one
who has aconttoglve, a cent to spend or a cent
to make is happy when they approach. They are
the periodical era of good feeling, of mutual gene¬
rosity and genulue philanthropy. For elgUteen Hun¬
dred years a sancuiled custom, derived from the
purity or the Saviour, has been religiously celebrated
throughout the Christian world.not m rigorous self-
denial, in priestly fasting or in dark cloisters, but in
open and boundless pleasures, with tho cream of
earth and ail its self-producing Joys; no stern absti¬
nence, no long-laced hypocrisy, no chilling oeremo-
nlals are associated witn its historical observance,
because the event la involved in a grandeur single in
the minds of ineu. It is weil that this week should be
considered in the way it is, for it comes to thousands
as their greatest relief, and the humblest and the
poorest can participate in gifts and presents. Domes¬
tic dftlculties are healed, alienated friends are
brought together, shattered households are repaired
and union takes the place of discord, harmony of
chaos. It is emphatically the time for generosity.
People do not count the cost Pleasure is the object.
To reciprocate a little courtesy, to remunerate a
small service, to proffer testimonials of esteem,
respect, affection; to Insinuate negotiation! of the
heart, to perfect those already begun, and to con¬
clude a capitulation of this gently yielding strong¬
hold. These are some of the omces of the Christmas
gift. Charity, in Its widest scope, has room for full
play, and Christmasin this city usually develops a
benevolence in us general characteristics that has
no equal in the other great cities of the world. New
York may be esieeined a favored place during Christ¬
inas week. There are fun, frolic, amusements ol all
kinds, mingled with an elegant plenty and the wares
of the four quarters of the globe. There are probably
not less than uoo.ooo people on this island wno in one
form or another commemorate the oldest of Chris¬
tian anniversaries. They are of all kinds, complexions
and ages, or the rich and the poor. Whether forcigu
or native the system of giving and receiving la uni¬
versally practised, and but one principle underlies
the practice.that of time and custom. It matters
not what ideas of frugality or economy a man may
have, he is required to put his haud in his pocket
and tap his purse.very considerably.olten, if he
havo an implacable wire or Irresistible children.
Those In poverty are more inclined even than afflu¬
ent people to renew their pledges of fidelity and
affection. But their presents rarely take the form
of luxuries. They deal in the simplicities and neces¬
sities or life, but their gilts are woll chosen and long
remembered. The poor widow living in penury ami
want among her children.what more admirable
than to see her providing thein with comfortable
clothing, with good food and instructive books if So
li is throughout the humbler walks, the Christmas
holidays are looked forward to with delight,
their ushering in is pieceded by volumes
of glorious anticipation, their actual occur¬
rence is surrounded witn anxious doubts, and after
they are over every li ody is satisfied "that it is more
Dlessed to give than to receive." During the pre¬
sent station the preparations tor a large outlay have
been unusually elaborate All classai of society
have embarked su< ii sums as tbey deem commen-
surato with tjelr duties to their kith aud kin.

In every quarter of the city stores, shops and ex¬
hibition rooms have been lull. The factories making
knick-knacks, toys, gewgaws, loiiet articles and
everything having a special sale about this date,
have turned out enormous quantities of stock, wnfch
is now offered in the market. The excitement inci¬
dent to buying and selling holiday wares has, there¬
fore, commenced. Little children In frocks and pin¬
afores, with lufantile ambitions to buy something
for a grandi lother, are trying their minuto voices
upon the highest notes of the scale in long drawn
out screeches about ilits and that, excitingly in¬
quiring, "llow much is this, and this, and tliisf"
and so on until everything in the store is
priced. Small boys, about the age when they think
they know the most, but really know the least,
make vain endeavors to fathom the intricate
mechanism of some rare toy, and the article breaks
In their hands and there are a lot of howls, some tall
curses over the counter and a ten dollar note drops
in the till. Kindly priindfatiiers, orphaned children,
whose widowed mother the gentleman courts by
pampering to their tastes, have lain for tnelr com¬
pany, aud lie doles out his lost-melting pile of
stamps. Then there are thousands of otuers.
thousands wno wait twelve hours to expend twelve
cents; thousands who wait without purchasing
anvtiling and thousands to take home a retail stock
lor the nursery, aud thousands who go about In
search of novelties they expect to get lor nothing.
II tho community, especially the Juventio portion,
are nappy for n lew weeks, tlio clerk ami salesmen
arc terribly bored.terribly annoyed, but the law
of compensation does not permit u prolonged Ine¬
quality of ills.
Ko one has any Idea of the extent of the holiday

business. ihose who have stores and do not sel l
holiday gilts ore as follows, undertakers excepted:.

00,000,000.
The class who bur and wiio, therefore, are as essen¬
tial to business a those who sell, Is cotidnud to no
locality, nationality or persuasion, the Jews, or
course, excepted. The way they generally start out
oa their pilgrimages is to make au excursion down
Broadway, then up aud down the Ilowery, along tlio
avenues, through the cluup thoroughfare* down
town and all over the Island. Tneir search is gener¬
ally satfsfactoi v. but a long time is spent and dim
the best things tire not found, and to make a Christ¬
mas present uno must bo very particular. "1 won-
iier wuat wouid pioxse iilmv" This Is a frequent in¬
quiry. "I wonder what would please her?" In
cases where the donor would not muid price so
much as Alness, it can be said tnai a man would
always prefer a brown stone front, a comer lot or a
good investment in dividend-paying stocks. The
ladles want diamonds. "They are generally so be¬
coming, my dear, that they are Just the tiling lor
bum. They suit her complexion to a charm." Of
couroe the dutiful husoand buys litem, llow queer
it is that diamond! always match the complexion.
any complexion whatever. They might be found
terribly incongr uous it not convertible into niouey.

ilut precious stones are not the only wares in de¬
mand; there is something to satisfy every taste and
fl 11 every want, und even excite tue admiration of
tiiose accustomed to see mechanism In Its most in¬
tricate fortns. Toys, games, jewelry, works ol art,
bron/.es, china ware, toilet articles, puzzles,
antiques, relics, fashions, dresses, robes, furs,
flowers and all the templing things displayed in the
shop windows along Broadway, as well its the
elegant necessaries, have been produced in nn un¬
usual degree of beauty this season. For the Informa¬
tion of the readers ol the Hicrai.ii the splendid stocks
of Holiday goods mauufactureU and imported by our
enterprising merchants have been inspected, aud
tne.v have ooen lound to exceed lu quality aud
variety anything before offered In New York. The
grain,ying fact aopears thai what Is purely Ameri¬
can is beginning to assume the first value in tne
market, and the iiloued notion that all fineries
must oilgiuate in Kuropo will be demonstrated to
have littie louudaiion to any one caring to
make a tour of the first establishments
in ihe cur. Whether in difficult art, in
elegant manufacture or hccotmng decoration,
American workmanship may ou said, without
atiy exaggeration, to stand generally on a par with
the Indnsirial sxiil of the Old World, lint a werk
ago a splendid <<et of furniture, costing $B0,000, was
made by a New Voik house, und nil ttic bronze and
metallic ornaments were of domestic make. This
country is indeed lifting the supercilious eyelid of
Kurope. Heroic long Hie sections claiming a mono¬
poly of skilled artisans for soO years will turn tnelr
< nvlous glances into jealous glares. l,el us look at
Jewel rj.

.IRWFf.nV, t'l.ATR ANI> FANCT WAttVS.
At Browne A Hpalduig's there Is a superb assort¬

ment of precious stones, elegant diamond settings,
workuiausnip In rubles, emeralds, sapphires, opuis.
moss sigalc. pearls, onyx stones, and uii the precious
depusits, brought together from India to the
fir l';<u(ic, ranging in value fioiu $40,i'ui»
lo the smallest sum they bnog in tho
market. There Is a dazzle In the spacious
exhibition sioie of this house all flic day long, ladies
in the Most extravagant toilet i passing over ti.«
counters large rolls ot greenbacks, leaving freighted
Willi gems hi sufficient quantities lo make up a io-
spei table set of crown Jewels. The line work in
enameis and foreign traoery, the delicate carving in
ihe pure metals, me repose In figure, the taste in
arrangement and the delightful variety are all con¬
spicuous. There are bronzes In tho vordo antique,
bronzes plain, imitation Aowera. wrought witti woo-
deriul fidelity to nature, with birds perched upobdisplayed twiga whose chirping lips send sweet
AariBoulMv form anil an Uie store; ".(iins cotes m

rosewood, gilt and satin wood; Hquorcascs, finished
m drc gilding; vast services ot mate in solid silver,
lu incite I silver anil all t tie branches ot wantuaclure;
Ubrary new 111 bronze, eUlna and various substances;
lans in applique lace, toilet pioces aud music boxes.
What is included iu tUe two wonts elegance ana
variety constitute the stock. Williaui u. Sowat i'n
testimonial presents ure ou exhibition at tins store.

i utauy Jr Co. exceed themselves. TUe first thing;
strikiui; the eyes ol tae ooserver on i mcriug is ilio
gutter of a large diamond worili Jio.o o, oougut
noiu the Prince listerhazy collection, lately disposed
of in Europe. TUe f'riuce was me mo st renowned
mu successtul couuoisseur ol precious atones known
to modern times. This diamond cauie iroui luuia.
In the samo case is a necklace valued at $17,too, and
luauy others, some put lo^etuer iu beautiful de¬
signs, uj showers of stones, watcU to tiie observer
would appear a marvellous grouping 01 tiie pure
waters. SappUireo, set oif l»y diamonds, at tiie
modest sum of td,OOo; emeralds, sparkling, deep
green, resplendent, concentrate tiie rays or ligui,
wUlcU auy one can carry away by paying over
is.ooo. lu services of plate, in fancy goods, cap-
dally in work boxes, writing desks and lotict eases,
mere is an aUiudauoe. TUe boxes, hnished iu lire
gilding, made of olive wood, coromundel and oilier
rare substances, are superb, llie old sty le of Veue-
tiau glass is also displayed, many curiou, devices
having teen revived, lu Jewelry splendid specimens
aieou exhibition, enamelling oy l.e i'eck, perfect
works ol urt, and rare clusters of stones of ah de¬
grees of hardness and orUlinmsy. One leaves inla-
ny's with tiie feeling, eveu 11 lie owns several tirown
stonelronts, tUat lie is a poor man. TUe bronzes uie
numerous, artistic aud are mucU admired.
At Ball it Mack's statuary is grouped about the

lower Door, aud Hie cases are lined iu tuucu tiie
same manner a<> tliose beiore descrioed. Ou tiie sec¬
ond lloor there are autuiue wares.a strange instru¬
ment with a strange name, called a meguieioscope.
snowing ail styles ol pictures iu relief, batu iiiaiu
aud liluiuiuateu. TUere are uises of Sevres Cuiiia,
urou/.es, malacnlte tables, paiuiiiitjs, cliaadeueis
and vaiious styles of jewelry. TUe deuiauu seemed
good.
TUe Benedicts' up town store Is proluse lu well

arranged, eiegaut aud cosily holiday guts.espe¬
cially in watcues. People wUo wisu to present regu¬
lators of tUe suu and correct uie local meridian may
be seen in tuis establishment turuiug over luc accu¬
rate chronometers, lu jewelry uie noose has a lino
assortment, and many unique specimens are ex-
Uiblted. Diamonds, emeralds, lu all tuctr deep tone
ana beauty, dazzie the eye. Emeralds jusi now are
tUe most popular ol all stones except the diamond.
The delicate stym of treatment and the sUapea for
refracting light Into wuicu Uiey ure capable ol Mug
wrougut render tUem among the most brilliant o>
oruameuts. Tuere are suui) hue specimens oi uie
engraver's skill in chased cases, aud the interior
construction ol watches is something adding anew
to American laureis. One good leuture in neuod.ct'd
store is the seats provided lor ladies, wuo tire alter
hours of shopping.
E. V. ilaughwout & Co. have gone Into expensivepreparations for the Uoiidays. 'luelr warerooms aro

slocked with plain aud ornamental cbiua in many
new and original patterns, of glassware in all the
numerous crystalline forms, of mirrors, bronzes,
clocks, cutlery, silver and plated servioea of piaio
aud elegant chaudellers. Of the last Mere are some
suoerb specimens, costing as Ulgn as »;i,uoo. luey
ure clustered in cluar aud highly polished prisms,
receiving pencils of light and in their kaieluo-ncoiiu
lorm refracting them into ttio ricU hues ol tne rain¬
bow.orange, yellow, carmine aud otuer beautiiul
tints. Two chandeliers ol Uue pattern are exhibited
OM were made Tor the steamer Drew. i'Ue bronzes,
Parian marbles. boUemiau vases, paintings, siaui-
ary, terra cotta figures, i'omj.ciian vases, cauaeia-
bras and library sets are superb, Anions the
works of art on e.iiiibitiou are some suggestive
groups or sculpture modelled iu ciay by
JoUu ilodgers, consisting of "The Fugitive's
Story," "Council of War," "Cu.iileading tUe
Union Vote," "Taking tUe oatU," 'courtsuip i,i
sleepy Hollow," "uno More Shot," "Wounded
Scout," "lluion llefugeej," "Country Post OUice,"
"liomo Guard," "school Examination," "Charity
l'atient," "tnele Ned's School," "llcturncd Volun¬
teers," "Mall Day," -Town Pump" ana "1'ie.set
t.uard."

TOYS AND OKNAA1ENTAL WAKE.
In toys this year tne improvements have been

marked. As usual, there has been a large importa¬
tion of foreign goods iu this uue. i'he singular
adaptation which is louutl in the dulercut kmus pre¬
sented, to the originals of winch they are minia¬
tures, is couimendaoie; for, iu whatever lorm, they
tcud to iauiiilarlze the luiant minus to tne things of
uiaturer years. The mechanical toys are especially
worthy and ingenious, it may now be an easy
matter to build a railroad, set engines in motion and
grind out music from colossal organs; out wueu
uicse works arc acc.auplisucd ou the scaie ol a
toy house the perfection or the art is nigh.
All imaginable acnievcmeuts in scleuce are
placed beiore the child, lie cau have magnets
to draw bis ships on the water, carriages to trans¬
port bis freight overland, active mcu operated by
mechaulsm, who cau personate humanity; uolls,
blende aud bruuette, lor oeauties; dogs, cats, goats,
sheep, lambs, cows und the like tor domestic ani¬
mals; mlnaiture organs for music, store houses aud
block of buildings lor merchaudise, toys for sieigui-
oi-naud, the arts or necrouiaucy anu prestioimita¬
tion for amusement, aud the world aud all thiu can
repiesent natural ultimate me by siiapes. substances
au<l uiutiou. 11 may not oe known,but such in Hit: lact,
iliac of all lnveutious toy* pav Lite best; and tney
shojld. l'bere is nothing that is so important as an
ingenious illustration i.iut can Uu no much to caiii-
caie 1U0 youtlilui tniud. Kvuiy whera out: noes lie
sees evidence of the new things constuuUy being
patented, unit they all so.I well, uu tue bowery and
in Uic tower waiu* of tue city toys are very numer¬
ous. from a cent to a dollar tltey are in great de¬
mand. home or the unest toys are those wnicn are
manufactured in tins country.
Tne bouse of Anaol, llergannn & Co. presonts a

very general quantity of an kinds of plaything* lor
chlidten. Their toys aro mostly loreign, and consist
of musical instruments, culeily organs, pianos, music
boxes in minature. The prices raugo irom one to
tilty dollars lor these special articles. One elaborate
i iy is a compete uieuagerie and circus, In wuidi the
carriages and horses arc all touted, witn drivers aud
lacqueys. In games there are many Qtnoraciug me
vast variety known to (jcrmunv. Uouiettc tlitlffl.
va*es, niaibles, porcclaii>, lolls, "**'** HiM iacSS
and ngures wrougut in papier BMtCttS, togemer witn
monkeys, aniinaiH of every species, upeuking in
artificial accents, are among the col ectlon.
At the houses of Sirasburgcr, Fritz 4 I'felller and

Wlulam A. llarwood the ware* are similar in detail
ana extensive in quantity.

L. 1". Tlbbals' is an interesting house. There enn be
seen self-operating swings, leaping horses, children's
carnages, boys' propellers, baoy junipers, sleds,
skuies, dolls and MMl toys, for .malt bjys. l'or
parlor amusements, croquet, billiards aud lawu
games are particularly abundant. Met/Jar's patent
leaping horse, which permits a gentle and pleasant
motion, having ilioenect to expand theChest and
prevent a cut vature of tho spine, in lor saie. Door
swings are operating about the store; little gins
making aerial iligirj, and riding with U» nos-
ctiaUair? of practised horaewomen; small pano¬
ramas, magic iwiternH, musical boxes, tool cucsts,
hobby horses, wax dolls, paints, magnetic toys, mi¬
croscopes, stables, bla.t guna, are to be found there
in deiigiiuul confusion, iiut the greatest cui losny is
A LIOl.L 'I'llAT WALKS, TALKS, HI MiS AND CK11CS.
This initrvelious piece ol ir.im.tn mechanism excites

the curiosity ol eager t iron^s, because sc ence lu
one of its many wondertul lorins has bean ante to
make a lllelcss object talk; more, it cries, when
laid in a horizontal position: sings at command, and
walks upright. Tne whoie insiiluiiou operates uiter
having been wound up witn a Key. Tho Internal
machinery is WonderiUl. This aggregation Ol har¬
monious parts periorms its autoiuaton evolutions
with a perfection iiie-iue.lisps, in cuUJisu a cams,
"ma-111a I" "pa-pa !'

OTULR norsES.
At. tho houso ol Meisol, Lamps .V i'o. there are

toys oi aii kinds, < tlutin, uatq m devloe iibii a
representations lor tobacco stands, and novelties of
tins season. Among oilier tilings displayed 1.1 a
largo sized Christmas tree, liui;;f with golden and
stiver balls, metallic grapes, rich clusters 01 imita¬
tion iruit and rare groups 01 elegant ornaments.
.I no tree is illuminated wuu ninety-nine
gas jets, and tlie whole Is constructed or
zinc, brancuud and lealed to imitate nature.
Tile eiiutt is grand. The Hashes of light in
the midst of solium ring balls, the gay color* danc¬
ing about witn tho flicker oi tho hgn.s, tue leslooiind
toys drooping irom Hi pyramidal si.ape. mm fi.ru.
deep Paris greeu. give the whole plcce an \\ >rca-
slon Wbien, il it were not tor its novehy, Would « ne
remind tue ehildlsn memory 01 the lal^s of .... id.u
and his wonderful lamp. Then tin re are small
organs, Addles self-playing, and false laces of such
otmsity tlMt any one would cut a SUloe" l tbl in
though he were a . Coroner s man.''

it. II. mauley also has niauy curious nod quaint
onirics, among which mo buyer can loam lor noura
without being satislled.
Cue. the veteran optician, has brought out new

styles in mtcroocQBSS at popular pii.es, his Idea
being to extend their use among the poorer class.'.*.
Besides, there are all the scopes that can bring the
eye, under cvwry condition of size and situation,
Into Intimate connection with the minutest Objects.
Many unique thermometers wero also noticeable.
Magic lanterns abound.

Hart/,, up town, deals In "N'ow-you-seo-lt-and-now-
you don't sse-u" toys. Ho is a veteran prestidigita¬
tion, and when a customer buy* a toy lie proceeds
to demonstrate in the most natural way what lie
claims as the most supernatural of tilings, ilo
draws a flower from a solid bull, produces a palpable
ft 11balance out of vacuity, cuts a string in two and
splices ii with a majestic move of ins tore linger.
I u» toys sold at this establishment have been mostly
oi tills order; indeed, nothing is exhibited thai doe*
not to a mo .. oi .<..« extent involve me juggler's
ni t. children after leaving this house are prepa red
to swallow lub es without regard to sue. As a
in [it at repository there is muoo wealtb at iiaru's.

AJIUNS AttT AND ah us is.
At Sclians', knoedler's, Grsy's studio, llecker

photograph looms, Saronl's and all the studio* and
t\dilution stoics tne Holidays ars rich In artistic
in quisitions. Many bentitiful gems are for sale, and
many UTS already oncu purchased. 1'tio sales
include portraits, figures, landscapes, puree.ami,
chromes, wai.er colors and oxprcssive groups in
statuary. As no more elegant present can be given
or. n-eelved than tlie embodiment of it cultivated
amst's genius, the more reOued circles are devotingtheir outlays to this department. But not to tue
an wis alone la painting conllncd. Most every younglady is becoming an amateur, and charming little
productions are tno consequence.
At tho well known house of C. T. Raynoids A Co.,reuturtat!* in the trade, pretty young ladies, con¬

noisseurs, decalcomamacs, aspiring artists, with
unsiicarod locks, gather shout tne splendid assort-
incnt of artlsta' materials and wax ilowor stock.
There la something satisfactory ln tlie late
furor wfelch baa seized every eue to dip
Into the art of painting and try one's
hand at a "Transfiguration" or a Madonna.
ai KayaeMs * tfe's, arat comes tte Sraugbtsman.

then tbe mlngier of water color*, than the mixer of
oils, and so on until Uhj student reaches uie dignity
of au cuscl, an enure equipment and an ascending
reputation. The s'tperb case* of NVlnsor .V Newtod*
mathematical Instruments, from Uuiiter's soile to
silver dividers, me what are purchased, At the
oilier paint eslabli hiiienis there are also hue assort¬
ments lu extensive demand.

china WAItER.
John Vogt A Co. have superior-articles in Bohe¬

mian ulasK clear <;iyst;iliine formations, without flaw
or l»i«*iiiisii. that art) delicate and sensitive lo tho
Hllgheai touch; in mniucem punch bowls, wrought
hi nude figures, with scenes ot Eastern liieand viewa
or novel customs; i'arian marbled, clay. China and
vases from me Trent po., cries are amuh.' tae novel¬
ties e\hin.ted. Lava, put in a variety of forms, i*
also largely represented. Among the splendid Holie-
iniart vases arc some elegant pieces with the
Crermu feat.iros of lanious beauties painted on and
burnt in.
Oeorge II. Kitchen & Co. have the same class of

goous in rich prolusion, puncipally in t rench, China
cut and eugravi <1 u;a>-i, chaudeliers, jardinieres oi
exquisite patterns, and unique bronzes ol the finest
figures.

F. 1'. Freeman has on haud Parian marbles,
bronzes, clocks. (.Uiua, dressing ca'ii. lans. uoxes
lor toilet uiticies and au almost iminite variety in
the same line.

H. 1. Cox and many other houses havo bronzes
and imitation wares us hue as can be purchased iu
the world.

In gcneial, ihere is a vast improvement In all
kinds >ii' earthy .vioHauces. Class is carved in mors
beautiful and regular oatliu s than evar before; Uo-
liemiau wares are pruned with more artistio grace
and lees gaudy display, and China is m-Miowea in
the softest snades and most delicate Unlsh. The
vases are supei i> ihe statuary unique and faithful to
tue subject, ami Uic services well chosen and Appro¬
priately matched.

fancy ooftns and antiques.
For musical boxes Pailllaid's is tile place. These

Intncaie uistvuiueuts range in all prices, troin t'i 69
to $l,ouu. Tnuy are p aced in such singular and
curious position.-*.in Swiss cottages, iu chair's, In
elegant album*, in liquor ca^os.that one is at a lost
to tell where the melody arises. From i inety-sl*
Hums to one i.-> the scale lolloped in the different
styles. Music boxes are generally ilnisited In roso
wood, ebony, uud are olten luiaid and sometimes
ornamented with Swiss carving. Besides tho forma
mentioned, which they assume, one can have .
clock which plays a tunc every hour.

A. A.sher & Co. have it stock lor the holiday* that
repays examination. Among tue lltiugs exposed is
a miniature cic.v of Paris in pian, ureseutiDg the
greatest of European capitals, wna all its noted pub¬
lic buildups, muowiim the Boulevards, the lofty
columns, the great hotels, the flue gardens and the
famous palaces. Everything else in the same lute is
on hand.
Bassford is out with flyiug colors, tru!y annoue-

ing as'-a notorious l'act," that he is prepared to do
good service lor the holidays.
Fountain <fc Co. have immense quantities of orien¬

tal goods. Articles from Manila, India, China,
Japan, the Shakers, are surprisingly uouudant.
Nothing is kept out it lias some connection with tbe
celestial shore-*, or with Shakers' or North Americas
Indian manufacture. Fountain's store is such a
shop as the people or Europe imagine tho American
ladies to do their chief shopping in.a repository of
savage Ingenuity. ine following are Home of the
Chinese goods mid those of other nationalities going
out for gilt* during ibe holidays;.American Indian
tans, sett Amoiio.iii Indian beadwork, American
silks, amber sets, amber necklaces, antique vases,
bogwood bracelets, bandana handkerchiefs, bog on
ornaments, bamboo cloth, bamboo chains and canes,
check wash silks, Camou China, Can on crapes,
coiicau, coloied satin China vases anu laus, orap*
shawls, China situs, china dinner sets, Corah
handkerchiefs, carved nut bracelets, carved boxes,
camphor trunks camel's hair shawls, China tea,
Chiuese cane cuairs, carved pagodas, carved olive
stones, chessmen in variety, Chinese leather (ana,
einoroidered pineapple huudkerchiers, made of (lis
fruit; Hag handkerchiefs, flzured satins, fancy cos¬
tumes, fancy i urlosities, fancy dress wash silks, flue
grass lmens, French nankeen, Indian pineapple,
.Madras naudKerciiiefs, India mull muslins, Indian
noicc..sius. In lu nmit,iiz, Japanese iaus, cups,
oesks; China boxes, curiosities, crapes, dresses, .tea,
lacquered plat s, Lutong si.ks, moose hair work:
.Manila baskets, mandarin suits, magic straws, bead
work, burk work, all kinds of pineapple fabrics,
pongees parlor /.reworks, beautiful in ocslgna; nice
paintings, sinshewB, si.k camlet, seer sucker, sen¬
sitive leaf, wonderful; san laiwood goods, simpers,
sarsnets, sinks, tea caddies, Turkish goods, and
many thousand other articles from the far Pacific.
Fountain's is tilled witu holiday attractions.

ITJKNllT'll.; AND DECORATIONS.
Pottler &, Sty mas have their warerooms full of rare

upholstering, splendid French plate mirrors, oostly
woods and line ornaments. sets of furniture un¬
rivalled in Europe ior a quiet elegauce abound.
Console tables, inlaid cabinets, suits in scarlet, aatuj
and lilac silk, chairs limsued lu gold, with the up*
bolstering elaborately embroidered by hand, histori¬
cal architecture, well executed carving.all these
features are partlculiuiy noticeaole.
At J. K. Ingclstrotn's there are some fine tables

In Carrara inarole. li.iis.ied 'in Pooipeian style, and
inlaid with amber. 1 wo life size ligures, carved in
America from black wa.nut, cannot fan but arrest
attentiou. Then there are numerous wall inlrrors,
pier glasses, duuug iooui vases and marble foui^
tains displayed.

liertcr Brothers uud other well known houaea aro
up to the nines.
The swiss .Manufacturing Company Is doing a fin*

holiday trade iu Swiss goods, luey consist of table
ornaments, library necessities, beautuully carved
frames, lnkstaiKiS, escritoires, glove boxes, centre
tables, wrought in black walnut, in winch lrults,
birds, beuiui, mv tiiuio.x.cul deities and all lorms
of animal an 1 vegetable lii'e are faiihfu:ly repre¬sented. It is not too much to say that these goods
have no couierparts in marble or bronze. They are
are soft, expressive and touch Uie cultivated eye
with a feeling mat can never otherwise taati evoke
admiration at ugures winch must only have the prin¬
ciple ol action tu realize true life.

UN TUK ButVEilY.
If the rich find powerful must have presenta we

have described«lie poor must have their'* am way,ami they arc p.euiy cuougu aloug ihu avenues and
tue liowery, ami especially along the latter. la
rookeries, in dilapidated shedj, dark cellars or can»-
clous Uoni, there an all suns ul toys from a penny
wii.mh- 10 a nuuamotft organ. The people come out
by niicbti'ail and oeneatu tne glare oi lights and
jewelry, imprecations and cautions. swell me shops
and bear riomc ai ui.i lull for ^ariia Clam. but there
arc Hie oul.ersii.idej to ilie Bowery chur actor.
AC Hie siore of tuo Kmpue sewiug Machine Oon-

pnny there aio throngs dally, maiiy poor children
who compose chum having Halted their earnings for
a year to buy a sewing machine for a tolling widowwomun. Many auca instance! liave occurred where-
lu tlie savm/s have been applied to purchase the
oompaay'a mactimet so thai a iieipusi widow can
speed her neodle and talte advuutagool a laultiess
mecnanmm. binoe the company lias :<oL out its lua-
proved machine* (lu demauu naa exceeded tuo aup-
i»iy. other companies experience mm same fev
Hires in iia le. iieioiv, near tin Did liowery theatre,the scenes enacting are lively and interesting. In
(be \ loinlty ol (nattutm street and on ai I»inorougu-(ares Isaac drives nia bargains wtui traditional sue-
CUtiS.

GAMES.
As will be scan Iromwiiai li is been preheated there

liavc bjcu but few uoveities Introduced tins season.
Lfut, ol gum s tliore nave ooeu many new ones in¬
vented. 1'he direction wbicn they uave taken, so aa
to epitomize literature, science, geography, travels,art industry a id li '.lory, snows ui.it Ihoy nan be
made of gioat serv.co at in.structois liualdes tba
ones j;i«t out involve strong intellectual eirorta to
secure victow. i ma develops the analytical powers,
necessitates nppltca,ion and insure! a high degree
ol mental dlMjiphuo. Chiouolonv, geology and
natural history are saught in a plea.;,tnt way, and
their lessons u:e lasting.
Kirby Co. are introducing most of tlio new

games. BrUque silver cuunos, croquet, inurtelle,ihc Kings and cavaliers, l.o.io, bell aud hauiuier,
prir.o cannonad :u. eness, backgammon, tumble
down i)',. sramo ol familiar quotations, Oliver
Twist Snafcespearey, dissected inapt, came ot
authors, wire p i/...,es, chopped up monkey, are
nmong those suiting the popular fancy (his season.
Tne bare name win suggest the nature of most.

Brit |ue la plaj U iritu cuce, on a board with num¬
bered circlet, tiurtj six. ad told, 'iiie men are
placed and Hie p.a :e* are ilirotvn for, and then arises
a spirited warfa u tor position*
bilver chimes is a romantic gn:ue for tue field or

parlor, it is played on a board whose perimeter ie
untoctagon, Willi tliu eucfmed .tjiace marked Off by
targets with tinkling bells. Mai.el*, bails and
counters are tno other Implement*. To play It re¬
quires skin, discrimination, but no gnat intellectual
eifort. The game is lor eventual position. 'Ibeso
games were invented.by Charles Klcuaiuson and are
held by patent rlgat.
QuUle aL\unn, ,tu m a new production, and con¬

sists of a square board, covered witn felt, with uino
rigid pins, ever whicn at a distance the contestants
endeavor to in row inula lie rings covercu with rubber.
It is a French parlor game, owned by it. (illiespie.Of all, bowever, tue Ingleslde games were tne
newest, most am active and embody principles re¬
quiring the first of mental labors, lhey consist ol
tne crown game, lu which the contestants use the
morrocco board, on winch are forty-nine squares,aud whero tlio p ayers rival eacb other in endeavor¬
ing to seat antagonistic princes on the throne. Tba
players require to be wideawake and to put ia
practico the motto "Kternai vigilance h the price of
liberty." Initio is another ol tlio lugleside games,plared on the same board but on different figures,where the object is capinre your adveirixy or hena
him in. Pijx, played witn dice, is also an lnterest-
iiiR and scientific. game, the object being to play Uie
men olT ilrst who can. CUaries Klchard.ou is tue in¬
ventor. kirby A Co. sell tnem.

' MmOK I, LAN 1 KS.
liesldOH tha numerous articles that have bee*

mentioned, there are splendid lure at cumber's, dry
goods in endless variety at Mccreery .i Co.'s, A moid
A Constable's, Stewart's and their competitors;flowers, in all the artistic forms Into which they can
be worked, ail along UroaJway; pianos, me.ndeona
in their rival qualities, aud vast oceans of cand.ce
aud sweetmeats.
Chester Bullock, William K Inzer, Flrlrn, Alt,man,HugdeuA ilraduury, Macy, and thousand* of others

havu great attractions.
CONCLUSION.

An essayist has lately been excorlatim: all olassea
of trade lor what he terms "morality, a astnon," In
wnicb tne astute reformer calis attention u> some of
the tiainous frauds practised between dealer aud cus¬
tomer. in tue holiday trade everybody must tuiv,with a margin for cheating, especially in toys and
the like, in a bnsincss which will he transactedthis weeK, in tlio reutl trade alone, or mors than$10,000,000. there must necessarily bo some dishon¬esty.tua more so as customers are generally ephe¬meral. All lu all, tba people of New York have foodcause for seir congrituiatlon for tfca auspicioua wayUi wfcleA tft« seaaou Ul opoaeo.


